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he Industrial Dental Program in Pennsylvania 


EpWARD R. Aston, D.D.S. 


INDUSTRIAL Hygiene is the science of 
keeping the industrial worker in good 
health. By its application it is possible to 
guard against diseases of occupational 
origin by removing the causes of these 
diseases from the working environment, 
or by preventing exposure to toxic mate- 
rials that may cause illness. 

Industrial dentistry is that specialty of 
dentistry which is concerned with the 
oral health of the industrial worker as it 
affects or is affected by his general health 
and his working environment. 

The need for the rapid processing of 
material during the past war focused the 
attention of industry on all factors that 
retarded production. Poor dental health 
is one of the major causes of inefficiency 
band loss of time from work, and defects 
of dental origin are one of the causes of 
ill health. 

The majority of dental health programs 
in industry are not under competent den- 
tal supervision. Industrial dentistry, be- 
Bing a specialty, should come under the 
supervision of a specially-trained dentist 
and the oral examinations should be con- 
ducted by him. The program should pro- 
vide emergency dental care, emergency 
mtreatment of industrial injuries and the 
® treatment of oral occupational diseases. 
It should also include the recognition, 
prevention and emergency treatment of 
Sdental sepsis, recognized as a major 
cause of nonoccupational ailments and ill 
health among industrial workers. All 
these result in time loss, absenteeism, 
@ fatigue, inefficiency, and reduced physical 
} fitness and mental alertness. 
= Another objective of an _ industrial 

health program should be to provide for 
a full and comprehensive dental health 


educational program. This program has 
a further value in that it is carried into 
the home of the employee and thus is of 
benefit to his family. 

The inclusion of dentistry in official in- 
dustrial hygiene agencies’ programs is an 
innovation of only a few years standing. 
As a matter of fact, in addition to the 
U. S. Public Health Service, Pennsylvania 
is the only state that has a dentist as a 
full-time member of its industrial hygiene 
staff. But no industrial hygiene program 
can be complete unless it covers all the 
aspects of health as they apply to the in- 
dustrial worker and his environment; in- 
dustrial medicine, engineering, nursing, 
chemistry, nutrition—and—dentistry. Sir 
William Osler, one of the great medical 
authorities once said: “The problem of 
mouth hygiene and the care of the teeth 
is the most important of all public health 
measures. There is no single thing in 
preventive medicine that equals mouth 
hygiene and the preservation of teeth.” 
That is proof enough that dentistry has 
its important place in any program de- 
signed toward promoting better health 
among our population. 

In the fall of 1943 the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health appointed a dental 
consultant to develop an industrial den- 
tal program for the Division of Indus- 
trial Hygiene. 

The program developed following this 
association was confined mostly to an edu- 
cational one—not for the employee, but 
for plant management. This type of pro- 
cedure was necessitated primarily by the 
impossibility of securing dental equip- 


Dental Consultant to the Bureau of Industrial Hy- 
giene, Department of Health, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

A recent publication of the Bureau of Industrial 
Hygiene, Joseph Shilen, M.D., Director. 





ment at that time which could be used for 


plant studies and surveys. Conferences 
were held with many industries in all sec- 


tions of the state. These conferences 
were self-initiated and were made to 
create good-will, thereby laying the 


ground work for further contacts. By 
contacting the dental profession in these 
areas the necessity for their cooperation 
was also brought forth. 

Early in 1947, when dental equipment 
hecame available, the Bureau of Indus- 
trial Hygiene was successful in procuring 
a complete dental unit which could be 
transported throughout the state and 
moved directly into any plant. The 
equipment included a collapsible dental 
chair, a treatment cabinet, a fluorescent 
lamp, a Ritter X-ray, portable X-ray de- 
veloping equipment, an intra-oral fixed- 
focus camera, a sterilizer, viewboxes, and 
the necessary armamentarium to conduct 
examinations in mass numbers. 


From the contacts made earlier in the 
program, it was very easy to select a 
group of industries in various areas 
throughout the state in which to conduct 
plant studies. The objective was three- 
fold; first, to determine the oral health 
of the employees in our industries; sec- 
ond, to detect oral diseases of occupa- 
tional origin; third, to educate employees 
in the value of dental health. 

Conferences were held with plant of- 
ficials responsible for the health program. 
All details of the proposed study were 
discussed. These included the approach 
to employees, the space needed, the ex- 
tent of examination, X-ray screening pro- 
cedure, and the many other arrangements 
necessary for a successful program. 

The personnel of the dental section 
varies, depending upon the locality of the 
study. In one section of the state a reg- 
istered nurse acts as assistant and the serv- 
ices of a trained X-ray technician are 
available. In other sections it is necessary 
to depend on personnel of the plant for 


assistance with the exception of the devel. 
oping of X-rays. These are forwarded to 
the Central Office in Harrisburg where 
they are processed and returned. The use 
of personnel of the plant for assistance 
has its advantages because of their famil- 
iarity with the employees. The nature of 


.the assistance being mostly clerical, no in- 


efficiency has been experienced. 

By means of announcements placed on | 
bulletin boards or delivered over the pub-j 
lic address system, the employees are in- 
vited to support the program and to sig-} 
nify their intention of participating by 
notifying the industrial nurse or whoever 
has been placed in charge of the program. 
There are numerous other means of stim- 
ulating the interest of the employee such 
as the use of posters, pamphlets, or 
humorous placards. By placing the pro-§ 
gram before the employee at least a week J 
previous to the date examinations are§ 
scheduled to begin, record cards that have | 
been furnished by the Bureau can be 7 
filled out with the employee's name, age, 
and other necessary data, thereby short- 
ening the time that the employee will be § 
away from his work. This is of most im-¥ 
portance, as in so many industries today 
belt-line production is in operation and] 
when an employee is taken from this line | 
production naturally suffers. 


‘tg 


The scope of the dental examination is 9 
quite broad and includes the charting of § 
teeth to be extracted, teeth that are miss- 7 
ing, teeth showing dental cavities, re 9 


storation or replacements that have been J 


made or that should be made, the gen 4 
eral condition of the lips, gums, cheeks, 
tongue, and palate, and any other abnor- © 
mal condition that might be present. 


In the studies made of the first few 
plants only suspicious areas were X-rayed, 
such as abutments, fixed bridges, absence} 
of 3rd molar or wisdom teeth with no§ 
history of extraction of the teeth, and 
fillings covering great areas of the teeth, 
etc. After considerable thought was giv- 
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en this phase of the work, it was decided 
that there should be a routine X-ray ex- 
amination of each employee employing a 
special type of film that would reveal the 
maximum amount of defects or pathol- 
ogy, yet consume a minimum of time. It 
is the opinion of those directing the pro- 
gram that it should be a screening and 
fact finding procedure with referral of 
the employee to the dentist of his own 
choice for final diagnosis and treatment. 

As previously stated, the study is fact 
finding and educational. Diagnosis of 
X-rays having been made, the findings 
are explained to the employee, who is 
referred to the dentist of his choice for 
complete examination and correction. If 
this transpires, the ultimate aim of the 
survey has been realized; namely, that 
the employee has sought dental attention. 

Recommendations are made in all cases 
where necessary and are so indicated on 
each chart. This enables the compiling 
of a follow-up system by which the value 
of the service can be estimated. 

Upon the completion of a survey, all 
record cards are returned to Harrisburg 
where evaluations of the study are com- 
piled. A complete report is prepared for 
the company and delivered in person. All 
findings are strictly confidential, only two 
copies of this report being compiled, one 


for the company files and the other for 
statistical use in the Bureau. 

These reports contain the results of 
findings in the various age groups be- 
tween 18 and 46 and over. Nine tables 
are set up showing male and female per- 
centages, Cavities, missing teeth, teeth to 
be extracted, restorations, number of 
X-rays, X-ray findings, general conditions 
of the soft tissues and recommendations. 

As a yardstick to measure the value of 
such a program, the plant management 
is asked to complete a follow-up report 
after six months have elapsed. This is 
furnished by the dental division and 
consists of listing the names of all em- 
ployees participating in the program and 
the recommendations made to them. It 
has been determined that more than 50% 
of these recommendations have been car- 
ried out. 


Any dental health study that has a re- 
sponse of 50% or more of the em- 
ployees will show a very good cross-sec- 
tion of the oral conditions of the plant 
personnel in general. And where at 
least 50% of the recommendations made 
for dental correction, at the time of the 
examination, have been carried out, it 
proves that the program is of value both 
from an educational and corrective stand- 
point. 





DENTAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU 


(The following report by Dr. Aston was presented to the House of Delegates at Bedford 


Springs, June 18, 1950, at the Annual Meeting. 


It presents the current picture of the industrial 


dental program in Pennsylvania. As such we are including it as a part of the preceding article. 


—T. McB.) 


THE annual report of the activities of the 
Dental Consultant of the Bureau of In- 
dustrial Hygiene of the Pennsylvania De- 
partment of Health are contained in de- 
tail in the Annual Report of Activities 
of the Bureau of Industrial Hygiene for 
the year ending December 31, 1949. It 
may be well to list from this report some 
of these activities, which are as follows: 
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No.of No.of 

Plants Employees 
Conferences and Visits ... 69 20,128 
ce Ee rere S 3,532 
| Perr er ree. ee 12 3,512 


Conferences and visits were in some 
cases self-initiated, and in others the re- 
sult of requests from management. Den- 
tal consultations precede all surveys, the 
differential in the number between the 


two is explained in that during Decem- 
ber, 1948, arrangements had been com- 
pleted for surveys in four plants for the 
first quarter of the year 1949. 


The number of dental examinations 
totaled 2,133. The examination consisted 
of charting all cavities, missing teeth, 
teeth to be extracted, general condition of 
the mucosa, replacements, etc. Routine 
bite-wing X-rays were taken, numbering 
4,274; consultation with employees as 
to the findings from these X-rays total 
732. During and following the examina- 
tion recommendations were made to the 
employee for various types of treatment 
and for replacements. A follow-up was 
made six months following each survey 
and of the over two thousand recommen- 
dations made the follow-up disclosed that 
1,092 had been complied with, the work 
being done by the dentist of the em- 
ployee’s choice. 

It is very gratifying to report that in 
all surveys made the cooperation of man- 
agement was most sincere, and in those 
plants where labor unions were active 
and had to be consulted, the same coop- 
eration was present. 

Participation in the program being on 
a voluntary basis, the response in most 
cases was very good, percentages running 
from 35% to 100% of the employee 
population. In no instance was there or 
could there be a compulsory attendance 
program. The appreciation of the em- 
ployee for the service rendered by this 
section of the Bureau was expressed in 
many ways, but the success of the pro- 
gram can only be measured by the num- 
ber of recommendations, made to the em- 
ployee, that were complied with. During 
this past year there was no survey in 
which less than 50% were carried out, 
and in some cases better than 75%. 


It is recommended that the members of 
the Council on Dental Health acquaint 
themselves with the real issues of the In. 
dustrial Oral Health Program. At the 
last meeting of the Council, I was amazed 
at the lack of knowledge exhibited by 
some of the members of the Council. As} 
they are responsible for the State Society's 
program in industry they should acquaint 
themselves with all of its problems. 

The Council should not limit its activ. 
ities to children’s dentistry only. Any 
program for good dental hygiene cannot 
be limited only to the young but should 
be a program that would be of benefit to 
the individual throughout his life. 

Many articles have appeared in dental 
publications on programs of industrial 
oral health but it is quite evident to the 
writer that they are not read by the rank® 
and file of the dental profession. This] 
explains the attitude of some of these in- 
dividuals when they exhibit oppesition to 7 
programs as presented by this Bureau. | 

The “horse and carriage” days of the} 
industrial oral health program are ever. § 
There should be genuine approval and} 
help all along the line from the top toy 
a local level. In a report published in the 
JOURNAL (January, 1945) a program 
was presented outlining how active par 9 
ticipation of the Society could be accom] 
plished. This could in most part be ap J 
plicable to the present period. : 


It is my humble wish that the Commit-9 
tee reporting on the Reports of Officer] 


and Committees stress the need for more! 


attention to the Industrial Oral Health 
Program, by the Council on Dental 9 
Health and the members of the Society it 
general. [This was done. See Report of § 
the Reference Committee in the JOURNAL? 
for November, 1950, page 261.—T] 
McB.} 
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Important Factors in Rendering an Acceptable 
Denture Service 


Sd 


Criype H. ScHuyter, D.D.S. 


| WISH to discuss three factors in full 
denture prosthesis, but first it seems most 
important to evaluate full denture pros- 
thesis as a health service. Many people, 
due to inadequate or inferior denture 
service and the associated oral discom- 
fort, are seriously ill physically and men- 
tally and can never be restored to health 
and normal living until they receive an 
eficient denture prosthesis. 

The most serious effect of continued 
Boral discomfort is not the oral pathology 


is apparent in the mouth, but it is the effect 


of continued oral discomfort on the gen- 
Heral nervous system and indirectly on or- 
Bganic function, a factor seldom recog- 


nized by either the dentist or the phy- 


Oral discomfort associated with 
dentures may also contribute to embar- 
rassment and humilitation resulting in 
lost confidence, inferiority complex, and 
a desire to seek solitude or become anti- 
It results in loss of normal rest, 
® which promotes irritability, loss of vigor, 
efficiency, and employability. 


® sician. 


Denture prosthetics is a health service 
Bcqual to any other specialty in dentistry 
Mwhich not all dentists are equally qual- 
ified to render. Yet how seldom a dentist 
recognizes his inability to care for diffh- 
@cult denture problems. In medicine, a 
@ physician’s inability to master every phase 
Hof his profession in either diagnosis or 
reatment is not prejudicial to his profes- 
Bsional standing or welfare, that is if he 
recognizes these facts and directs his pa- 
gtents through channels where they will 
receive the most efficient treatment. Den- 
ptists are progressively recognizing and 
@cterring patients to fellow practitioners 
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who have special training and ability in 
some phases of dentistry. Too often, 
however, denture failure is attributed to 
poor supporting ridges or lack of patient 
cooperation or adaptability. Too seldom 
does the dentist recognize failure as due 
to his limited ability to cope with the un- 
usual problem. 

In treatment planning, I wish to call 
attention to unusual maxillo-mandibular 
relationships which contribute largely to 
that group of dentures which are trouble- 
some to the dentist and unsatisfactory to 
the patient. 

First is the prognathous case where 
there is commonly a small poorly devel- 
oped maxillary ridge opposed to a large 
and often over-developed mandibular 
ridge. Frequently the full upper denture 
is made against natural lower teeth. Ex- 
cessive stresses and lack of functional 
balance and distribution of forces may 
soon contribute to the resorption of the 
alveolar supporting tissue and the de- 
velopment of a spongy, hypertrophic 
ridge. It is most difficult to render a sat- 
isfactory denture service for this patient. 
This fact should be recognized early and 
every effort made to retain the natural 
dentition or enough natural teeth to sup- 
port a partial restoration. When all 
upper teeth, through necessity, must be 
lost or have been lost, radical changes in 
the mandibular teeth are justifiable. A 
full lower artificial denture in these cases 
seldom gives undue trouble; most often 
this patient will have a greater degree of 
comfort and satisfaction with complete 

A summary of an illustrated 


Greater Pittsburgh Meeting, 
15, 1950. 


aper presented at the 
ittsburgh, November 





dentures 


artificial 


than with an upper 
artificial denture against lower natural 
teeth, as a more favorable positioning 
and arrangement of the lower teeth will 
reduce unfavorable leverages on the op- 
posing artificial denture. When natural 
lower teeth are retained, a radical reduc- 
tion of the incisal edges of the anterior 
teeth and modification of occlusal con- 
tours of posterior teeth to permit a more 
favorable balance of the upper denture is 
justified. 

The second most complicated denture 
problem is the case of mandibular re- 
trusion. In these cases we commonly 
have the normally developed maxilla with 
the underdeveloped mandible. The max- 
illary denture seldom presents complica- 
tions. The unsatisfactory results are most 
often associated with the full lower arti- 
ficial denture. In this type of case every 
effort should be put forth to retain lower 
natural teeth as abutments to support a 
partial lower restoration. Lower anterior 
teeth are most important. Here, too, a re- 
duction of incisal edges permits a mor 
favorable incisal guidance and reduced 
lateral stresses associated with the restor- 
ation. The lingual of the upper anterior 
teeth should be recontoured with plastics 
to give contact in both centric and eccen- 
tric positions with the lower anterior 
teeth. This aids in the distribution of 
stresses to the lower teeth and ridges and 
is frequently the factor in preventing de- 
structive stresses to lower abutment sup- 
ports. 


Then there is the problem of occlu- 
sion. The articulation of teeth has been 
spoken of as the most important science 
in the practice of dentistry. This is un- 
questionably true in full denture pros- 
thesis. The initial and most important 
factor is the occlusion of the teeth in har- 
mony with centric maxillo-mandibular 
relation, a static relation of the teeth with 
an even, innocuous distribution of stress 
over the entire denture bearing area. 


There are many ways of securing an a 








hav 
curate centric maxillo-mandibular rele § mer 
tion record. All of them require judg. titic 
ment and meticulous dexterity of the den pix 
tist. I use intra-oral wax check records. |, , 
check and prove the accuracy of the max obj 
illo-mandibular relationship after teeth , 
have been positioned for esthetics, ané ee 
the desired maxillo-mandibular openin 
has been established. (See ].A.D.A. - 
June, 1932; also more recently, Trapoz nt 
zano, ].A.D.A., May, 1949.) Beir 

This procedure is based on the fac§ tios 
that the only record that can be repro § fac 
duced exactly is an accurate one, one it® ma: 
which condyle heads are in their normal§ |es: 
rest position in the glenoid fossae and a § izo 
even distribution of stress is exerted ove § so- 
the dentuy bearing area without a move § wit 
ment or di xlacement of denture base. wh 
It is quit rossible to reproduce exact} Th 
a protruc xr eccentric record, a recor} car 
with une: occlusal stresses, or a dis gui 
placement bases upon the tissue. 

The obtaining of an accurate centri 
relation recuid, however, is not enough 
Dentures cannot be processed without 
disturbing the relationship. Too fre 
quently dentures are removed from th 
articulating instrument for processing an¢) 
never returned to the instrument for the rt 
correction of occlusion in centric ang ,, 
eccentric relations after the completion of On 
the dentures. Such dentures cannot bij to 
used with the comfort or funtional eff'Jj He 
ciency to which a patient is entitledg ™ 
They produce rapid pathological change@ 
of the supporting ridges. The neglect i§™ 
a dentist who knowingly fails to correc 
or harmonize the occlusion of denture§ 
following processing is inexcusable. : 

Another factor I wish to discuss is th 
selection of posterior teeth. We hav] > 
many kinds of teeth, plastic or procelain the 


anatomic or non-anatomic. In my pracy 
tice, the acrylic teeth have not been satis 
factory due to rapidity of wear. The 








have been promoted with many com- 
mendable claims, most of which are fic- 
titious. The only virtue that I can recog- 
nize is their reduced tendency to clatter, 
a minor compensation for their major 
objections. 


In a discussion of the anatomic versus 
the non-anatomic tooth, we must remem- 
ber that incisal guidance is a prime factor 
in controlling posterior tooth inclines. 
The steepness of the incisal guidance is 
under the dentist’s control. The reduc- 
tion of lateral inclines is an important 
factor in reducing tissue trauma and 
maintaining denture stability. The cusp- 
less tooth is normally used with a hor- 
izontal or “‘minus’’ incisal guidance. The 
} so-called 10° or 20° posterior is used 
with an incisal guidance the “ncline of 
which might be from 10 to 20 degrees. 
The normal so-called anate tooth is 
carved to articulate best wi -n_ incisal 


son, however, why the anatomic tooth 
cannot be reshaped, reducing cusp in- 
clines to articulate with a horizontal or 
nearly horizontal incisal guidance. An- 
atomic teeth so shaped and arranged 
cause no more horizontal stress to denture 
bases or tissue trauma than non-anatomic 
teeth. They have seemed to possess great- 
er functional efficiency. I use the regular 
30° anatomic tooth, reshaping its in- 
clines to articulate with a horizontal in- 
cisal guidance. I see no reason why such 
a tooth could not be furnished to us by 
the manufacturers. 


In conclusion: Denture prosthesis is a 
science and an art. It is a health service 
equivalent to any other specialty in den- 
tistry or medicine. Its success is based on 
a knowledge of biological and mechanical 
7 It requires judgment, resource- 
fulness, artisanship, and above all else, 
the willingness to assume responsibility. 


factors. 


guidance of 30 degrees. The is no rea~ -—-400 Madison Ave., New York. 


UNDER THE BRITISH PLAN 


A NEWS item in the New York Times, headed “Lawyer's Teeth Tricky,” was as follows: Al- 
though the National Health Service is a controversial matter in Britain, its merits or demerits 
were not at issue in a case before the Ministry of Transport Appeal Tribunal not long ago. 
One of its consequences were, however, and a barrister representing the British Railways had 
to make this statement to the court: “If I might make an intimate revelation, sir, my National 
Health Service teeth are troubling me considerably, and before I have to talk again I should be 
much obliged if a period of time could elapse. My tongue is as sore as anything.” According 
to the London News Chronicle, the chairman of the court, much touched by the barrister’s suffer- 


ing, replied: ‘Yes, certainly. We shall take that into consideration.” 


Another more recent item indicated that the Health Service is at least productive of inter- 
esting sidelights: A London report stated that the Middlesex Health Council fined a National 
Health Plan dentist two pounds ($5.60) for refusing to treat a man with a toothache because 
the patient wasn't wearing a necktie. 





Looking Ahead 


PRESIDENT 


THE dawn of the New Year brings to 
the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, as 
with many other similar organizations, a 
group of new officers who are fully cog- 
nizant of the work and problems which 
lie ahead. 


The very successful administration of 
my immediate predecessor, Charles H. 
Patton, makes the job seem all the more 
dificult. The time and energy given by 
Dr. Patton in the discharge of his duties 
is far beyond the comprehension of most 
of you who were not intimately associated 
with the program of the last year. My 
heartiest congratulations to him for a job 
well done. May I here express the hope 
that I may be able to function with the 
same dispatch and alacrity. 


The extremely unsettled condition of 
world affairs naturally makes it difficult 
for one to try to project a definite or con- 
crete program for the year ahead. 

There are a few things that I might 
bring to your attention at this time, not 
necessarily in the form of recommenda- 
tions, but rather to stimulate the think- 
ing of the membership. Among these 
a closer and more direct relationship 
with the student ADA; a greater effort 
on the part of the Society to assist the 
new graduate; a larger participation by 
the dentist and his family in Blue Shield ; 
closer attention by the individual dentist 
to the dental needs of his community, 
and a willingness on his part to partic- 
ipate in their alleviation. Since the ADA 
(under proper conditions) lends its sup- 
port to fluoridation of community water, 
this subject might engage our serious 
All of and more 
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consideration. these 


o 


PAUL E. BOMBERGER 


could be expanded upon, but let this suff 
fice for the time. 


Pennsylvania should be proud of it 
representation in the ADA. Dr. Enna 
our retiring trustee and now president 
elect, has done a magnificent job and wil 
be in position to continue his efforts is 
our behalf. Dr. Craig's ability as an or 
ganizer and administrator is well knows 
and should stand him in good stead « 
our trustee. We congratulate them both 
and wish them continued success in ther 
new offices. 

The scheduled December meetings o 
the District Officers Conference and th 
Council on Dental Health are in capabk 
hands, and I am sure, much good will 
come from both these meetings. 


Procurement and assignment by the 
Military Affairs Committee, under thi 
capable chairmanship of Dr. Fox, wil] 
continue to work for the interest of the 
members. 


The Professional Liaison Committe 
under Dr. Willit’s leadership has many 
important matters under consideration 
Ladies’ Auxiliary, Oral Hygienists, ant 
closer cooperation with the State Medic 
Society in things of mutual interest. Lav 
Enforcement and Laboratory Relation 
will be given due consideration under thq 
direction of their respective chairmen. 


The Central Office under the direction 
of our efficient Executive Secretary, Mé 
Cobaugh, is ever ready and willing to ai 
at all times. The special flier gotten ou 
by Mr. Cobaugh relative to the increas 
in dues was an excellent explanation 0 
the situation and merits commendation 
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I am sure a feeling of respect and co- 
operation exists between the Society and 
the Dental Bureau of the Department of 
Health, and will continue during the 
year. 


And so with a résumé of things that 
might be considered during the year 
1951, I close with a sincere hope that you 
all will enjoy a very happy and pros- 
perous year. 


The Summing Up 


RETIRING PRESIDENT—Cuar.-es H. PATTON 


IT HAS been customary for your pres- 
ident to make a final report on the activ- 


| ities since the Annual Meeting. In ac- 


cordance with that plan, I submit the fol- 
lowing to the members of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Dental Society. 

In reviewing the work during the past 
year, I found that one of the most pleas- 
ant duties was the visitations to the dis- 
trict societies. At these meetings it was 
gratifying to enjoy the fellowship and 
the enthusiasm that always makes them a 
success; I believe this spirit predominates 
throughout our entire society, and I sin- 
cerely hope that it will continue to do so. 
Unfortunately I was unable to visit three 
of the districts because of a conflict of 
dates. 

The most important event this fall 
was the sudden request of the govern- 
ment for dentists to meet the increasing 
needs of an enlarged armed force. Your 
ofhcers and the Central Office were really 
placed on the spot. But, with concerted 
and prompt effort, managed to answer 
this request to the best of their ability. 
At present, the Military Affairs Commit- 
tee is well organized, and every effort will 
be made to cooperate with the govern- 
ment with fairness to our members. 

The Liaison Committee is making 
tapid progress in their various contacts 
with allied organizations. It is hoped 
that this effort and the correlation of 
unified thinking will be to our mutual 


advantage in public health and legislative 
matters. 

Civilian defense is a responsibility our 
members should assume and in which 
they should actively participate. Plans are 
being formulated on a state-wide basis. 
Our training ably fits us for many duties 
in assisting physicians on surgical teams, 
in general first aid, administering anes- 
thesia, care of shock, burns, fractures, 
and the like. I earnestly urge your coop- 
eration in this important civic duty. 

Those who attended the meeting of 
the American Dental Association at At- 
lantic City were well repaid. The weath- 
er was ideal, the scientific papers were 
excellent, general sessions outstanding, 
the Pennsylvania Day function a huge 
success, and we had a full delegation at 
all sessions of the House of Delegates. 
Much has been said in the past several 
issues of the JoURNAL about LeRoy En- 
nis being named president-elect of the 
ADA; we can only repeat that we in 
Pennsylvania are highly honored by hav- 
ing one of our members assume that 
office. He is certain to have all of us sup- 
porting him during his tenure of office. 

This final message of mine has to meet 
a JOURNAL dead-line, and I cannot give 
a report on the Third Annual District 
Officers Conference which will be held at 
Harrisburg December 10 and 11. As in 
the past two years, the response and co- 
operation from the district officers has 





been most enthusiastic; I am sure this 


1950 conference will be of considerable 
benefit to those officers attending, and 
through them to all members of the So- 
ciety. This meeting is one of the most 
import int activities of the state organizZa- 
tion; it should be continued annually. 
This year has been a most pleasant ex- 
perience for me. I have made many new 
had the 


help and cooperation of all who were 


acquaintances. I have always 
their work was done 
I have been 
impressed with the fact that the Society is 


called on to serve: 


in a most efhcient manner 


vital not only to us, as members, but to 
the dental health of the Commonwealth. 


Many of you may feel that you have 
no role to play in Our organization but 


it is you and your fellow practitioners 


who make up the membership and who 








keep the wheels churning. We are en§ 
gaged in a grand profession, one of j 
which we can well be proud; let us keep 
it that way by being alert to all the prob. § 
lems which may tend to lower it in the 
eyes of the public. 


This is an opportunity to express mI 
appreciation and thanks. I hereby do so 
to the Board of Trustees, to the House of § 
Delegates, to the ADA delegates, to the 
chairmen and members of all committees 
to Mr. Cobaugh and his Central Offe 
staff, and to all officers and members of 
the Society who have helped me conduc 
the affairs of the Pennsylvania State Den 
tal Society during the past year. 


-* 


- ' 
My sincere wishes for a most success 


ful administration, with greater achieve? 
ment 
president, Paul Bomberger. 


and advancement, go to our new 
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EDITORIALS 


FLUORIDIZE AND FLUORIDATION 


AN EDITORIAL note in the December JouRNAL (“Just A Word,” p. 290) directed 
attention to the current usage, or mis-usage, of the several words describing the ad- 
dition of sodium fluoride to community water supplies for the mass prevention of 
dental caries. In dictionary order these were: fluoridate, fluoridation; fluoridize, 
fluoridization; fluorinate, fluorination. The groups involved in this work—the Ameri- 
can Dental Association, the U. S. Public Health Service, the American Water Works 
Association—are not in agreement apparently on a universal and consistent word 
employment. 


This is not simply a didactic discussion of semantics; the value of using good 
English words is generally realized. Johnson O'Connor, of Stevens Institute of Tech- 
nology, once stated that “An extensive knowledge of the exact meanings of English 
words accompanies outstanding success in this country more than any other single 
characteristic.” Morris Fishbein, long editor of the Journal of the American Medical 
Association, has written that “‘as bricks are the individual elements that form the 
structure of a house, so words are the individual elements in the structure of an article. 
Words poorly chosen or wrongly used, like cracked or discolored brick, may destroy 
the pleasing effect of an otherwise perfect edifice.” A. P. Herbert, British poet, author, 
and politician, has urged us to “worry about words.” For whatever else you may do, 
he goes on, you will be using words always; they are the tools of your thought. Often 
you will find yourself thinking badly because you are using the wrong tools. 


Our editorial fussiness thus has prompted us to try to find suitable and appro- 
priate terms to be used when describing the addition of fluorides to water supplies. 
To begin with, since this is a chemical procedure, it was our belief that chemists 
should be consulted in arriving at a selection of terms. Accordingly we posed the 
question to Gerald J. Cox, a chemist as well as a researcher of note in fluoride therapy. 
Dr. Cox volunteered to seek the advice of perhaps the outstanding authority in the 
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entire chemical world on the nomenclature and definition of chemical terms—scholarly 
Dr. Austin M. Patterson of Xenia, Ohio. 

Dr. Patterson is familiarly known to world chemists as a lexicographer. In the 
early part of the century he served as chemical editor during the revision of Webster's 
New International Dictionary. He has been associate editor and editor of Chemical 
Abstracts. He is author of famous German-English and French-English chemical 
dictionaries. For the past quarter of a century he has served on every important na- 
tional and international committee on chemical nomenclature. He has been called the 
“Dean of American Chemicologists.” It was Dr. Patterson (through Dr. Cox) that 
we consulted. Dr. Patterson wrote: 

Fluorinate and fluorination refer properly to treatment with fluorine. While this can be 
taken broadly to include treatment with fluorine compounds, still I think that because of the 
familiar use of “chlorinate” and “chlorination” to mean treatment with chlorine the above terms 


would strongly suggest treatment with elemental fluorine, and hence are better avoided for treat- 
ment with fluorides. 


Between fluoridate, fluoridation and fluoridize, fluoridization there is little to choose, since 
both -ate and -ize are in regular use in such cases (sulfurate, sulfurize; chloridate, chloridize; 


oxygenate, oxygenize; etc.). Usage favors -ate in some cases and -ize in others. I confess that, 9 


other things being equal, I have a slight preference for -ize, partly because it has a somewhat 
better claim etymologically and partly because -ate has another use in chemistry. Hence I havea 
leaning toward fluoridize. The noun fluoridization is a trifle long; it would be quite possible, 
however, to follow the precedent of “oxidize, oxidation” and use fluoridize, fluoridation. i 


In view of this opinion, which we consider expert, we therefore suggest that the 


terms to be used in describing the addition of fluorides to water supplies be the verb ” 





“fluoridize’” and the noun “fluoridation.” Henceforth the PENNSYLVANIA DENTAL | 


JouRNAL will use only those terms. We respectfully offer that terminology to all 
groups working in the field of water fluoridation. 


o 


A CONFERENCE ON FLUORIDATION OF WATER 


ON DECEMBER 4, 1950, the Association of State Dental Directors, and other in- 
terested persons, of seven of the nine states of Districts 1 and 2 of the U. S. Public 


Health Service, and of Pennsylvania, met at New York for discussion of water |) 


fluoridation. 


Mr. F. J. Maier, Senior Sanitary Engineer of the U.S.P.H.S., discussed deviations| 


from currently accepted dosages (1.0-1.2 ppm.) at Charlotte, North Carolina, anc) 


Corpus Christi, Texas. In Charlotte a variation is being made from 0.55 ppm. mini 
mum in the Summer to 1.1 ppm. in the Winter in relation to monthly mean tem- 
peratures. In Corpus Christi a year-round level of 1.5 is used, that being the presenti 
permissible maximum by U. S. Treasury standards for interstate commerce. 

Practical cost data were given for various fluorides. Calcium fluoride is the 
cheapest form, but there is no successful way as yet of using it because of its ver 
slight solubility. Sodium silicofluoride may be used for as little as one-fifth the cos 
of sodium fluoride. 


The type of feeder to be chosen depends on the volume of water to be treated 


For less than 2,000,000 gal. per day, Maier recommended solution feeders. Operationg 


of these feeders may be based on use of either a saturated solution or of solutions 0! 
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some standard concentration. Dry feeders for all larger volumes of water may be 
either for use of a definite volume or weight of fluoride. 

For 2,000,000 gal. or less, solution feeders may be had currently, installed, for 
$500-$700. Volumetric dry feeders can be had, installed, for about $1,000; the gravi- 
metric type for $1,800-$3,600. The cost of the installation is largely dependent upon 
the present lay-out, especially for placing the hopper. 

It is preferable to apply the fluoride after other treatments as alum, lime soften- 
ing and magnesium salts, in various treatment combinations, tend to remove the fluo- 
ride ion. Activated carbon also lowers the fluoride content. 


No valid objections to fluoridation have been established on the basis of taste, 
turbidity, hardness, or of interference with any industry such as bottlers, brewers, or 
chemical industries. 

The record keeping indicated, in addition to daily pumpage, pertains to amount 
of fluoride used, the number and location of water samples taken and the fluorine 
contents. The feeders, themselves, are generally more accurate than the commonly 
used chemical analytical methods. 

There is very slight dust hazard to operators. Rubber gloves and masks should 
be worn for the few minutes required to make up solutions or fill hoppers. 

Mr. C. N. Bowen, Health Program Specialist of U.S.P.H.S., dealt with possible 
questions that may be asked about fluoridation. He reviewed briefly the complaints 
of illnesses ascribed to fluorine in the water and pointed out that these complaints 
have also occurred in communities in advance of fluoridation under the belief that 
the processing had been started. 


Methods of dealing with crackpot objectors were discussed. An example of the 
objections of one crackpot was read, it being mainly a series of questions of the type 
“Have you stopped beating your wife?’” The concensus was to ignore such individuals 
except for questions that are reasonable and deserving of answer. 

While there was a division of opinion as to who should start action toward 
fluoridation of a community water the majority favored initiation by the local dentists. 
Citation was made to the project basis of action by Junior Chambers of Commerce 
in Texas and by Lions Clubs in other states. There was a tendency to indicate the 
best action would-come through the most potent civic group and that the strength of 
these varied from region to region. Dentists are also more likely to be more tenacious 
in this specific project than service clubs in general. 

The public utilities people, formerly quite skeptical of fluoridation, are now be- 
coming more responsive. 

The attitude of state health departments currently ranges from no publicly an- 


nounced policy to < ‘al of projects. 
ee ee ee —GERALD J. COX. 


od 


CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH DAY 


MONDAY, February 5, will be the occasion of the third annual National Children’s 
Dental Health Day. This event, designed to stress the development of expanded com- 
munity dental health programs to make dental health education and care available 
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to all children, is sponsored by the American Dental Association. The Council op 


Dental Health of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society will direct the observance, } 


at the district level, throughout the Commonwealth. 


Particular attention will be focused on the need for improved dental health for 
children. With more than 90 per cent of the nation’s school-age children afflicted 
with dental caries, Dr. Harold W. Oppice, president of the ADA, has urged that 
children should be given a priority for dental care, thus paving the way for high 
general standards of future dental health. 

The plans for the observance in Pennsylvania are already well set. The JOURNAL 
will report these in a Spring issue. All local and district chairmen are urged to send 
a report of their activities on that day to M. E. Nicholson, chairman of the Council 


on Dental Health, as promptly as possible. Thus an early, and complete, report may 
be prepared. 


+ 


THE RELIEF FUND 


THERE is little need to elaborate on the aims and purposes of the ADA Relief Fund 
and the current drive for contributions. This Fund, supported by dentists for dentists, 


is used exclusively for charitable purposes under the terms of a perpetual trust. Those ; 
members of the profession forced to seek aid from their more-fortunate colleagues % 


must be assured that help. 


There is a nation-wide quota of $100,000. Pennsylvania has been asked to con- 
tribute $7,140, not a great sum considering the membership figures of this third 
largest constituent society of the ADA. Last year only about $5,100 was given. A 
little more this year and our quota can be reached. 


On the inside cover of this issue, the seal looks out at you, and you are requested 
to ‘Do It Now’’— it’s not too late. 


Send that check now to the ADA Relief Fund, 222 East Superior St., Chicago 11, 
Illinois. Make it at least $2.00, and as much more as you will 


° 


THE GREATER PHILADELPHIA MEETING 


AT THE end of this month, January 30-31, February 1, the Philadelphia County 
Dental Society (1st District) will sponsor the Greater Philadelphia Annual Meeting. 
The complete program was published in the December JOURNAL. Pennsylvania is, and 
rightly so, proud that the third largest dental meeting in the nation takes place within 
its borders. The usual large registration, approaching 5,000, is again expected. 

The program will consist of eighteen registered clinics, eight topic discussions 
(an outstanding feature), an entire session devoted to caries prevention, and the tra- 
ditional well-selected and diversified table clinic program. Competent essayists and 
clinicians, from state and nation, will be found listed. Certainly Pennsylvania dentists 
will find that three days spent in the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel at month's end well 
worth it. 
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YOUNGER AND SMARTER 


According to the Council on Dental 
Education of the ADA, the average age 
of the freshman dental student is drop- 
ping and his grades are getting higher. 

More than 81 per cent of the 3,079 
freshmen in the 1949 class had a grade 
of B-minus or better in pre-dental studies 
as compared with 44.5 per cent in the 
post-war class of 1946. Last year’s class 
was also noted for its youth. More than 
62 per cent were under 24 years of age 
as compared with only 13 per cent of the 
1947 class. The youthfulness of the '49 
group is due partially to the smaller num- 
ber of veterans now enrolled. In the past 
two years, the number of non-veterans 
entering dental schools has more than 
tripled. 

The report also revealed that fewer of 
the freshmen are married. Only 37.4 per 
cent of the 1949 class are in this category 
as compared with 46.8 per cent in 1946. 
(They are not only younger and smarter, 
but they are single. Is there a correlation 
there?) 

And if you are still open for statistics: 
almost half of last year’s new class de- 
cided while in high school to study den- 
tistry compared to about one-third of the 
1946 and 1947 freshmen class members. 
And only 12 of the freshmen dental stu- 
dents last year were women, less than 
one-half of 1 per cent of the total. 


THE NEW ONES 


Last Fall a record number of 11,000 
pre-dental students sought enrollment in 
freshman classes at the nation’s dental 
schools. Only one in nearly four persons 
could be accepted. 

Dr. Shailer Peterson, secretary of the 
ADA Council on Dental Education, stated 
that openings were limited to 3,200 fresh- 
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men in the 41 accredited schools of den- 
tistry. In all, a total of more than 18,000 
applications for admission—an average of 
1.8 per applicant—were submitted to the 
schools. 

It was pointed out, by the ADA, that 
interest in entering the dental profession 
reached an all-time high despite the 
greatly lowered percentage of students 
who are eligible for government aid 
under the G-I bill. 

In 1947, the peak year for veterans 
educational benefits, 91 per cent of the 
freshmen in dental schools were veterans 
studying under the G-I bill. That year, 
a total of 10,133 individuals sought ad- 
mission to dental schools. This year 
(1950) only 35-40 per cent of the new 
freshmen dental students will be eligible 
for G-I benefits. 


POLLING BY GALLUP 


Last June, under the head-line “Four 
Million Adults Never Go to Dentist,” 
George Gallup, Director, American Insti- 
tute of Public Opinion, reported in the 
nation’s press: Although dental experts 
advise teeth examinations at least once a 
year, a nation-wide survey shows that al- 
most one adult in every two, or more than 
iS million people, have not been to a 
dentist within the last two years, and 
some 30 million of these have not been 
in over four years. And about four mil- 
lion of these adults have never been to 
the dentist, the survey indicates. (As for 
going to a physician, 29 per cent of the 
adults, or about 28 million, have not done 
that in the last two years.) 

The following results are given in terms 
of percentages: 


Once, in a publication I edited, there was a depart- 
ment titled “‘The Editor Cleans Out His Desk."’ To 
all intents and purposes this sometime department of 
‘Dental News" fits into that bracket.—T. McB. 





VistreD DENTIST 


About: 
1 month ago or less 10% 
to 5 months ago 10 
6 to 11 months ago 14 
l year ago 16 
14 years ago 2 
2 years ago 10 
3 years ago .. 6 
i years ago and over 27 
Never been to a Dentist ' 
Can't remember l 
100% 
VISITED PHYSICIAN 
About: 
1 month ago or less 26% 
2 to 5 months ago 18 
6 to 11 months ago 10 
l year ago 13 
114 years ago ... , kesate 2 
2 years ago . 9 
3} years ago - 5 
t years ago and over 14 
Never been to Doctor 1 
Can't remember 2 
100% 


Last July, Dr. Gallup reported “‘nurs- 
ing rated top profession for women.” 
And with teaching next for young job 
seekers. It was reported in the press that: 
Nursing and teaching are given highest 
rating by the general public as professions 
for a young girl to enter today, while 
medical and dental technicians will be 
found at the end of the list. In a national 
Gallup survey in which voters were asked 
to rate 14 occupations in terms of suita- 
bility for a young woman starting to 
work, the above findings were established. 


Each person in the survey was handed 
a list of 14 professions and asked: ‘Sup- 
pose a young girl came to you and asked 
your advice about taking up a profession. 
Assuming that she was qualified to enter 
any of these professions, which ONE of 
them would you first recommend?” Here 
is the way the women themselves voted in 
the survey: 
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1. Nursing + 339 


~) 


2. Teaching 


Social service work 
Dietitian-home economics 
6. Dressmaker-fashions ae + 
7. Beautician sacs j 
8. Airline stewardess 
9. Actress 
. Journalism 
. Musician 


5 
3. Secretarial career 8 
g 


» 


Modeling 

Librarian 

Medical, dental technician 
Other 

Don't know 


Pa ee ee 


100% 
The national vote, including both men 
and women, ranked the professions in al- 
most the same order as the above table, 
as follows: 1. Nursing, 2. teaching, 3. 
secretarial, 4. dietitian, 5. social service 
work, 6. dressmaker-fashions, 7. airline 
hostess, 8. actress, 9. journalism, 10. mu- 
sician, 11. beautician, 12. modeling, 13. 
medical-dental technician, 14. librarian. 


ACCEPTED DENTAL REMEDIES 


An up-to-date evaluation of the effec- 
tiveness and safety of several hundred 
dental drugs and therapeutic agents, com- 
piled by the Council on Dental Thera- 
peutics of the ADA, is now available in 
the publication Accepted Dental Reme- 
dies—1951. 

This edition describes a new method of 
classification for products designed to 
provide a clearer and more specific system 
for judging non-accepted products. Other 
features include the revised provisions of 
the Council for acceptance of products; 
information on other agencies responsible 
for drug standards; a current listing of 
commercial dental products; an at-the- 
moment report on therapeutics agents; 
and the principles of prescription writing. 

You may purchase your copy (at $1.50) 
by writing the Order Dept., American 
Dental Association, 222 East Superior St., 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


o 


€ 


cole eh aie 


BAPE 


> 
witha an Tete 


os 


7 - 


ib TROL 














1k FA 


el ee ee ee ee 





4 
& 





¥ 
* 
2 
3 
z 
: 

* 
z 
| 
2 
“ 






MORE FEMALES 


The director of the ADA Bureau of 
Economic Research and Statistics, B. 
Duane Moen, recently stated in the Jour- 
nal that nearly 40 per cent more women 
than men receive dental treatment. This 
was based on a comprehensive survey of 
a cross-section of the nation’s 76,000 prac- 
ticing dentists. An over-all trend indi- 
cated that 14 women visit the dentist for 
every 10 men. 

The greatest gap came in the 20 to 24 
age group with the young women dental 
patients outnumbering the men by 80 per 
cent—or nearly 18 young women for 
every 10 young men. 

Among children, however, the gap nar- 
rowed sharply with 11 girls under the 
age of 15 visiting the dentist for every 
10 boys in the same age group. 

The survey was based on a sampling 
of dental practice for a typical week in 
April, 1950. It also revealed that each 
D.D.S. had an average of 48.7 patients 
per week, indicating that a total of 
3,700,000 persons in the U. S. receive 
some type of dental treatment weekly. 


THE WOMAN’S AUXILIARY 


An account of the organization and 
progress of the Woman's Auxiliary to the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society was 
published in the JOURNAL last October. 
The latest report on the organization fol- 
lows. 

The first official meeting was held at 
Atlantic City, October 30, 1950. Mrs. 
Lawrence F. Clark presided; over sixty 
women were present. Delegates from al- 
ready organized local auxiliaries adopted 
a Constitution and By-laws, and officers 
for 1951 were elected and committees ap- 
pointed. They were: 

Executive Board: President, Mrs. Law- 
rence F. Clark, Wilkes-Barre; President- 
elect, Mrs. Russell E. Irish, Pittsburgh; 
Vice-president, Mrs. John J. Lucas, Her- 
shey ; Recording secretary, Mrs. John K. 
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Miller, Allentown; Corresponding secre- 
tary, Mrs. Carl J. Hontz, Wilkes-Barre; 
Treasurer, Mrs. Harry K. Willits, Read- 
ing. 

Delegates from House of Delegates: 
Mrs. Ross Long, Harris Dental Auxiliary ; 
Mrs. E. C. Hassenplug, Lycoming County 
Dental Auxiliary. 

Alternates from House of Delegates: 
Dr. Margaret Soltis, Freeland; Mrs. W. 
A. McCready, Pittsburgh. 
Mrs. L. C. Smith, 


Parliamentarium: 
Jr., Beaver. 


Historian: 
Hazleton. 


Mrs. Martin F. Corrigan, 


Chairmen of Standing Committees: 
Constitution and By-laws, Mrs. E. Harold 
Finnerty, Scranton; Membership, Mrs. 
Walter E. Mendel, Pittsburgh; Program, 
Mrs. J. Luther Bahler, Bethlehem, and 
Co-chairman, Mrs. M. J. Walsh, Pitts- 
burgh; Registration, Mrs. John Corrigan, 
Hazleton. 

Nominating Committee: Chairman, 
Mrs. C. E. Oakley, Auxiliary to the 
Odontological Society; Mrs. E. Harold 
Finnerty, Scranton Dental Society; Mrs. 
E. Harold Finnerty, Scranton Dental So- 
ciety Auxiliary; Mrs. Smullin, Lehigh 
Valley Dental Society Auxiliary; Dr. 
Margaret Soltis, Hazleton Dental Society 
Auxiliary; Mrs. Kane Miller, Harrisburg 
Dental Society Auxiliary. 

The Auxiliary extends sincere appre- 
ciation to the Pennsylvania State Dental 
Society for its assistance, cooperation, and 
guidance in the organization of this wom- 
an’s group. 


DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN 
GROUP 


The Pennsylvania Unit of the Ameri- 
can Society of Dentistry for Children has 
embarked on a program of expansion. 
Currently plans are being considered for 
a publication. Considerations are being 
given towards having an annual meeting 
at various cities throughout the state. 


Afhliated pedodontic study groups are 
being set up in many places in Pennsyl- 
vania. Because of the original purpose of 
the society and the numerous new activi- 
ties undertaken, interested fellow prac- 
titioners should be anxious to join the 
ranks. 


The dues are $7.00 per year. This 
covers the state and national dues and in- 
cludes a subscription to the Journal of 
Dentistry for Children. Applications for 
membership may be obtained by writing 
Morris Kelner, D.D.S., Chairman of 
Membership, Pennsylvania Unit of the 
American Society of Dentistry for Chil- 
dren, 1930 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia 3, Pa. 


PENNSYLVANIA IN AFRICA 


The Weber Dental Clinic, at Ebolowa, 
French Cameroun, in Africa, shortly will 
be exhibiting a 16 mm. film on dental 
anesthesia prepared by a Pennsylvania 
dentist. 

Dr. Myer Solomon, Williamsport, is 
the producer of a motion picture, ‘‘Pento- 
thal Sodium—Nitrous Oxygen Anesthesia 
in a Dental Office.” This was shown on 
the motion picture program of the ADA 
during the recent Atlantic City meeting. 

Since then, Dr. T. A. Shanks, in charge 
of the nine chair clinic at the Mission 
Hospital at Ebolowa, has requested a copy 
of the film for use in teaching a group 
of young Africans dental procedures. 
This is the only dental school on the West 
Coast of Africa serving an area that com- 
prises millions of natives. It is the only 
place that most of these natives can ob- 
tain dental service. All phases of den- 
tistry are covered; over a thousand den- 
tures were constructed last year. All the 
teaching is in the vernacular Bulu-trade 
language with the aid of a few French 
terms, and visual aids are urgently needed. 

A copy of Dr. Solomon’s film has been 
sponsored by the Covenant-Central Pres- 
byterian Church of Williamsport and sent 


to Dr. Shanks to further his work in this 
teaching project. 


AMERICAN DENTAL 
DIRECTORY 


The new 1950 edition of the American 
Dental Directory, which lists the names 
and addresses of all licensed members of 
the dental profession, is now being dis- 
tributed by the ADA. 

This is the first edition since 1947 
and includes the names of 86,876 den- 
tists. Names are listed alphabetically and 


by states and cities. Each dentist is iden. | 


tified as to his membership or non-mem- 
bership in the ADA, the character of his 


practice, his school, and year of gradu- | 


ation. 
A new feature of this edition is a sepa 
rate geographical list of dental specialists. 


Other features include lists of state and 3 





district dental societies, dental schools, 7 


dental publications and their editors, a 


table showing license reciprocity arrange: 
ments among the various states, data on 
the distribution of dentists throughout the 
nation, a list of requirements for licensure 
as established by state examining boards, 
and a brief history of the ADA. 
Copies are available (at $12.50 each) 


through the ADA, Order Department, 


222 East Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill 
Also available by subscription is a new 
cumulative supplement to be issued quar- 
terly to keep the directory up-to-date. 


ASSORTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Columbia University, \ast Fall, an- 


nounced the establishment of two fellow. 7 
ships in pedodontics. These have been 9 


teh 


established by the Dental Guidance Cour 7 


cil for Cerebral Palsy and sponsored by 
the Cerebral Palsy Society of New York 
City, Inc. The aim is to train dentists in 
special medico-dental problems in_ the 
treatment of children with cerebral palsy 
Full information may be obtained by 


writing Barnet M. Levy, D.D.S., Director | 











of Postgraduate Studies, Columbia Uni- 
versity, School of Dental and Oral Sur- 
gery, 630 West 168th St., New York 32, 
N. Y. 

Northwestern University announces its 
Centennial in 1951. As part of the cele- 
bration, the Dental School will present 
an outstanding program at its Homecom- 
ing, June 4-6. The alumni school will 
offer intensive two-day courses in several 
popular subjects to be followed by two 
days of scientific essays, practical clinics, 
and technical exhibits. A university con- 
ference representing the biological field 
will present distinguished speakers dis- 
cussing “Problems of An Aging Popu- 
lation.” Additional information is avail- 
able: write NU Dental School Alumni 
Association, 311 East Chicago Ave., Chi- 
cago 11, Illinois. 

The District of Columbia Dental So- 
ciety's 19th Annual Postgraduate Clinic 
will be held March 11-14, 1951, in the 
Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D. C. The 
registered clinicians who will present one- 
day courses include: Stanley Tylman, 
crown and bridge; J. Lewis Blass, prac- 
tice management; Herbert Coy, plastic 
fillings; Edward L. Ball, periodontia; 
George Matthews, exodontia; and the 
Prosthetic Staff, U. S. Naval Dental 
School, prosthetics. 


NEWS ITEM LATE BY MUCH 


Last June, Dr. H. K. Cooper, Lancas- 
ter, was awarded the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Science by Franklin and Mar- 
shall College. This was mainly in recog- 
nition of the work that Dr. Cooper, a 
past-president of the State Society, has 
accomplished in the rehabilitation of 
cleft palate patients. 


It will be recalled that two years ago 
the Rush Award of the Medical Society 
of the State of Pennsylvania was given 
to the Rotary Club of Lancaster which 


sponsored Dr. Cooper's Cleft Palate 
Clinic in the years from 1943-47; this, 


of course, was a singular honor for Herb 
Cooper himself. 
(‘Four things a man must learn to do, if he 
would make his record true, 

To think without confusion clearly, 

To love his fellow man sincerely, 

To act with honest motives purely, 

And trust in God and heaven securely.’’) 


MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 


The Third Annual Officers Conference 
was held at Harrisburg, December 10-11. 
Governing groups from the state and dis- 
trict societies met and discussed the many 
phases of dental society management. 
Paul Bomberger, present-elect (and now 
president), and Ray Cobaugh, executive 
secretary, directed the program. 

Officials attending the conference and 
appearing on the program included: T. 
T. McLean, Nashville, Tennessee, execu- 
tive secretary of the Tennessee State 
Dental Society; Dr. John Carr, executive 
secretary of the New Jersey Dental So- 
ciety; Lt. Col. J. S. Oartel, Washington, 
D. C., Dental! Corps, United States Army ; 
Dr. W. Earle Craig, Pittsburgh, ADA 
trustee; and Dr. Thomas P. Fox, Phila- 
delphia, chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Lester Perry, executive secretary of the 
Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, and Chauncey Rickard, secretary of 
the Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, were present. Dr. Charles Patton, 
retiring president of the State Society, 
presided. (Some of the papers presented, 
of interest to the general membership, 
will be published in later issues of the 
JOURNAL.) 


COUNCIL ON DENTAL HEALTH 


This important council of the State 
Society met in mid-December, at Harris- 
burg, and held an organizational meeting. 
M. E. Nicholson, Pittsburgh, was re- 
elected chairman. A representative from 
each of the State’s ten districts was pres- 
ent. 





Plans for the celebration and adminis- 


tration of National Children’s Dental 
Health Day—February 5—were set up; 
these were on the district level. A reso- 
lution, in agreement with the ADA 
action, favoring the fluoridation of public 
water systems was adopted. (The Jour- 
NAL received favorable notice because of 
the two articles on fluoridation in the 
December issue.) 


MEDICAL GROUP AIDS 


SCHOOLS 
Elmer L. Henderson, M.D., president 
of the American Medical Association, 


speaking before the AMA House of Dele- 
gates at Cleveland, December 5, urged 
that the medical profession take the in- 


itiative in raising private financing for 


hard-pressed medical schools rather than | 


seek federal subsidies for medical edu. 
cation. Subsequently, the House of Dele. 
gates voted unanimously to appropriate a 
half million dollars as the nucleus of a 


fund to be raised for the aid of medical § 


schools throughout the nation. 

The fund will be given to the medical 
schools for their unrestricted use in their 
basic training of future physicians, so 
stated the Board of Trustees of the AMA 


The half million dollars was appropriated J 
out of the National Education Campaign } 


Fund which was raised ‘‘to defend medi- 
cal freedom.” 
of additional financing certainly will be 
aided. 


Medical schools in need | 





WHAT IS TO COME 


The Spring issues of the JOURNAL will present several papers and articles that 
should prove of interest to the general membership. These include: ‘A Combined 
Antibiotic and Fungicide Paste for Elimination of Root Canal Infections,” by Seltzer 
and Bender; “Essential Aspects of Full Denture Construction,” by Lindell L. 
Leathers; ‘‘History: Philadelphia Academy of Stomatology,” by Roy Hand; ‘'Teach- 
ers Colleges and School Hygienists,” by Henry Klonower; “The Use of Antibiotics 
in Dentistry,” by Kurt Thoma; reviews of books by Coolidge, McGehee, and Thoma; 
pertinent information of the fluoridation of water supplies; the usual school and dis- 
trict news; and, if you will, some editorial comment. 
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DENTAL COUNCIL & EXAMINING BOARD 





A meeting of the State Dental Council 
and Examining Board was held at Harris- 
burg, November 19-20, 1950, with the 
following present: C. S. Harkins, chair- 
man, A. J. Heffernan, A. M. Stinson, 
Robert Adams, Jr., Wayde D. Kelly, and 
R. E. V. Miller, secretary. Mr. D. E. 
Crosley, deputy superintendent of public 
instruction, and Dr. Paul Bomberger, 
president-elect of the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society, were present. 

An inquiry from the New York State 
Institute of Applied Arts and Scitnces 
about the eligibility of their graduates in 
dental hygiene for licensure in Pennsyl- 
vania was received. The secretary was in- 
structed to gather information about the 
school and present the data at the next 
meeting of the Board. 

The following law enforcement items 
were noted: Two cases of technicians 
practicing dentistry without a license have 
been turned over to the Department of 
Justice. Action was approved that equity 
proceedings be instituted against three 
other cases to restrain them from prac- 
ticing dentistry without a license. As a 
result of injunction proceedings an order 
was obtained in the Lehigh County Court 
to restrain Frank Ray, Allentown, from 
practicing dentistry without a_ license. 
Three other cases under investigation 
were ordered continued. 

Dr. Harkins reported on the meeting 
of the American Association of Dental 
Examiners at Atlantic City, October 27- 
28, 1950. He gave a detailed report on 
the workshops relative to State Board ex- 
amination questions. It was moved that 
copies of the report be prepared, one be 


filed and the others distributed to Board 
members. Drs. Harkins and Miller repre- 
sented the Board at the meeting, and Drs. 
Adams and Heffernan were in attendance. 


The Board approved the change of 
name of S. Eugene Cohen, D.D.S., 5221 
“D” St., Philadelphia 20, Pa., to S. Eu- 
gene Coben, D.D.S. A certified copy of 
the court decree showing the change of 
name was submitted. 


It was decided that the Board will 
make school inspections as follows: Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, January 29, 1951; 
Temple University, February 1, 1951; 
and University of Pittsburgh, May 24, 
1951. The secretary was instructed to 
notify Drs. Johnson, Stassen, and Fitz- 
gerald, presidents of the universities, and 
to send copies to the deans of the three 
schools. 


It was properly moved that the third 
and fourth lines of the clinical examina- 
tion requirements appearing on page 14 
of Bulletin No. 644 be deleted. The re- 
quirements should read as follows: ‘The 
previously constructed casts and occlusal 
rims shall be presented to the Examiners 
for identification before starting the set- 
up.” This correction will be made on all 
information forwarded with application 
blanks, and the secretary will notify the 
professors in charge of prosthetic depart- 
ments in the three Pennsylvania dental 
schools. 


Dr. A. J. Heffernan was elected chair- 
man of the Board, and Dr. R. E. V. 
Miller was elected secretary for 1951. 

The Board will meet at Harrisburg on 
January 7 and 8, 1951. 





District News 


By FRANK W. BUTLER, Reading 





FIRST DISTRICT 


The first regular meeting of the Phila- 
delphia County Dental Society for 1951 
was held in the North Garden of the 
Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, January 3. One 
of the largest number of members ever to 
attend a New Year's meeting were richly 
by Dr. Kenneth A. Easlick, 
of Dentistry, University of 
Michigan School of Dentistry, who very 
ably presented his favorite theme, ‘The 
Management of Young Teeth Involved 
in Accidents.” 


rewarded 
Professor 


The Philadelphia Society of Periodon- 
tology will meet January 30, at the Hotel 
Belgravia. The topic of the evening will 


be “The Bacteriology of Periodontal 
Pockets.” 
“The Full Cast Crown” will be the 


subject which Dr. Louis Alexander Cohn, 
Assistant Clinical Professor, Columbia 
School of Dentistry, will present to the 
Eastern Dental Society, when it meets 
January 18. The meeting will be called 
to order in the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, 
and all advance notices indicate that Dr. 
Cohn will play to a full house, standing 
room only, since he comes with a novel 
technic. 

A color film on “Air Abrasive Tech- 
nic” will be shown at the Sigma Epsilon 
Delta Fraternity meeting January 10. 
Several new methods in the use of this 
latest of all dental appliances will be 
demonstrated at this gathering. On Jan- 
uary 31, the group will be addressed by 
Mr. William J. Hinze, Jr., whose topic 
will be “Your F.B.I.””, Mr. Hinze knows 
whereof he speaks; he should. 

Dr. Russell W. Tench, of New York 
City, will address the North Philadelphia 
Society of Dental Surgeons on the “Prin- 
ciples of Occlusion in Full Denture Con- 
struction, with Reference to Selection of 


Posterior Teeth, Acrylic and Porcelain,’ 

This meeting will be held, January 10, at 

the Dental School of Temple University 
W. V. SCANLAN 


SECOND DISTRICT 


We were very much perturbed for the 
past two months concerning the Second 
District. We thought that perhaps one of 
our most faithful reporters was beginning 
to let us down. However, our good 
friend Mark Sablosky had notified us 
some time ago, that there would be no 
meetings between November 27 and Feb- 
ruary 26. We might note, in passing, 
that the Montgomery-Bucks Dental So- 
ciety has a very clever way of carrying on 
its business and keeping its members in- 


ho ten 





formed. They have a printed program | 
for 1950-1951 which is mailed to ever | 


member, together with duplicate stickers. J 


These stickers are attached to the individ- 
ual appointment books at the proper day 
and date of each meeting, thereby mak- 
ing it impossible to forget what comes 
next. Very good we say; very good! 


FOURTH DISTRICT 


Comes now the news from the “An 
thracite,”” and just in case you fellows out 
there in the bituminous region don’ 
know what ‘Anthracite’ is, let us impatt 
to you right here and now, that the word 
is a generic term coming down to us di 
rectly from the paleolithic age, and be 
lieve you us, this section of our state or- 
ganization really knows its hard stuff 
(Hearts, however, are very soft, and iarge 
as blimps.) On November 28, the group 
held a business meeting, and there was no 
clinician; however, every member pres 
ent was his own Demosthenes. They all 
aired their gripes and grievances—con- 
structive criticism, you know, and espe 
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cially loud was the wail and anguish j 
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when informed that their tills would be 
tapped by the ADA for an increase in 
dues. On November 13, the Telephone 
Extension Course was received with typ- 
ical enthusiasm, characteristic of that 
which is being heard throughout the 


| country. Following the Extension Course 


scheduled for December 11, a testimonial 
buffet was tendered Dr. Bill Hoeffer, who 
retired December 1, after 53 years of 
dental practice. A talk by Dr. John Ryan 
on his achievements was followed by the 
presentation of a gift by President Dr. 
John Konopka on behalf of the Society. 
Our heartfelt congratulations to “Bill” 
and may he enjoy many years of hap- 
piness. 
—ROBERT M. WARNE. 


The Reading Dental Society held its 
last meeting for 1950, December 4, in 
Medical Hall. This last meeting of each 
year holds a particular significance for the 
members, since it has been the annual 
custom, for many years, to hear a report 
from the Committee on Dental Science 
and Literature, to report on its study and 
findings for the current year. The mem- 
bers of this committee are on the alert 
during 365 days of each year and one 
more on every fourth year; they garner 
and glean everything that is new and re- 
vised in dentistry, and after a thorough 
study gather what they deem best, and 
present it at the final meeting of the year. 
Joseph Rozum, one of the Committee, 
read a carefully prepared paper on ‘The 
Current Report on the Carbohydrates and 
the Caries Situation.” Chairman of the 
Committee David P. Geiger came through 
with a timely topic, “What Has Hap- 
pened to the Fluorides ?”’, while Frederick 
Vastine, the third member of the Com- 
mittee, presented a mighty interesting 
thesis on “Disharmony Between Centric 
Occlusion and Centric Relations.” The 
papers indicated much thought and care 
in preparation, and were well received by 
the large number of members present. 


25 


Four new members have been elected to 
the Society this Fall, and another applica- 
tion, that of Raymond Spatz, has been 
approved by the Board of Censors. The 
following committee was appointed to 
draw up a resolution on the fluoridation 
of the water supply, to be presented at 
the January meeting, Fred Williams, 
Chairman, E. L. Snyder, and Frederick 
Vastine. The January meeting was held 
on the Third, at which time the annual 
election of officers took place. Since the 
results were tabulated too late for this 
edition we will have to publish them in 
the February issue. We all feel down 
here in the pretzel country, that our out- 
going President, John T. Bair, Jr., has 
performed an excellent service to his So- 
ciety during his tenure of office. It is not 
an easy position to fill, and we all feel 
that he has performed the duties assigned 
to him in most excellent fashion. Next 
month, always a notable one in Reading's 
calendar, witnesses the occasion of the 
annual banquet, but more about that later 
(or mebbee less, who knows?). 
—F. W. BUTLER. 


SEVENTH DISTRICT 


The regular meeting of the Cambria 
County Dental Society was held in the 
Capital Hotel, Johnstown, and the attend- 
ance, being one of the largest of the year, 
was well rewarded by the lecturer, Dr. 
Frederic James, of Temple University, 
who spoke upon “Oral and Facial Le- 
sions.” Following the talk, Dr. R. Wicks 
discussed the “Minimum Fee Schedule.” 
Changes were made in accordance with 
the views and opinions of the members 
present. The fee schedule was then ap- 
proved by the members present, as cor- 
rected. A committee was elected to rep- 
resent Cambria County Dental Society on 
Military Affairs; it is comprised of 
Drs. D. H. Matthews, Chairman, D. R. 
Wolford, and C. B. Ellsworth. Nomina- 
tions for officers for 1951 were submitted 
at this meeting and the following names 





Pres- 


were submitted by the Council: 
ident, Don Wolford; President-Elect, M. 


D. Skinner; Secretary-Treasurer, J. H. 
Bell and H. L. Williams. Nominations 
for Council were also made at this meet- 
ing. The annual Christmas Party was 
held in the North Fork Country Club, at 
which time a very fine turkey dinner was 
enjoyed, followed by entertainment and 
dancing. We start our new year with 
great expectations, and sincerely trust that 
1951 will be an auspicious year, and in 
this anticipation we extend our greetings 
to all our fellow practitioners throughout 


the State. H. M. DUNEGAN. 


EIGHTH DISTRICT 


A regular monthly meeting of the 
Bradford Dental Society was held in the 
Hotel Emery November 14. 
the dinner, the routine business of the 
Society was taken care of. A new mem- 
Dr. Brodis, and wel- 
comed to our group, and we wish to ex- 
tend to him our wishes and hopes that 
he will become an active participant in 
our organization. The first two of the 
Telephone Courses attended by 
twenty-five members each, a very fine rep- 
resentative group, we think. A _ special 
meeting of the Society was held in the 
Hotel Emery November 17 at 
time, under the auspices of the Dental 
Service Company, the S. S. White film 
Air-Brasive” Included in 
our attendance was a large group of visit- 
ing dentists, and we felt happy indeed to 
have been the means of bringing to them 
the latest in dentistry. The Eighth Dis- 
trict takes this opportunity to extend to 
everyone of you out there in the rest of 
Pennsylvania counties, and 
heartfelt wishes for a brighter than ever 
1951. 


Following 


ber, was elected 


were 


which 


was shown. 


its sincere 


—L. R. CUPP. 





NINTH DISTRICT 


The Crawford County Dental Society 
held its regular monthly meeting for 
November on the 16th, at Gray's Hotel 
Following the regular business session, 


Mr. White, a representative of the S. $f 


White Dental Manufacturing Company 


ve 


showed sound pictures on the new “Air. 4 


Brasive’’ technic. 
the members present in profound appre 


The demonstration lef 9 


ciation of their opportunities to serve inj 
the healing arts, by making use of every- § 
thing new in dentistry for better living § 
The Crawford County Dental Society § 


wishes to extend to every component So 
ciety in the State organization, its greet- 
ings of the Season, and a wish for 1 
brighter and more prosperous New Year 


—C. J. FRISK. 


TENTH DISTRICT 


The total registration at the Greater 
Pittsburgh Meeting in 
was 1,845; 958 dentists attended. 


The 1951 officers of the Odontologicl 
Society are: William C. Murphey, presi 
dent; Eugene M. Gahles, president-elect 
Reed P. Rose and DeWitt Hall, vice 
presidents; W. Earle Craig, secretary 
and E. A. Saeger, treasurer. L. E. Van 
Kirk was elected ADA delegate with Wil 
son R. Flint as alternate. 


Resolutions were adopted recommend 
ing the addition of fluorides to municipal 


mid-November | 


water supplies and the repeal or amend: © 


ment of the Act of March 11, 1909 
which prohibits the inclusion of fluoride 
in bottled waters. 


Plans for the year ahead were discussed 


and formulated at a meeting of offices j 


and directors on January 17. 
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NEWS FROM THE UNIVERSITIES 


By DORIS S. STEWART, Pittsburgh 





PENNSYLVANIA 


The diploma of Dr. Frederick McKay, 
(Penn, 1900) who was one of the first 
to recognize mottled enamel and describe 
it and who later made studies of the 
effect of water supplies and mottling of 
enamel, has been presented to the school 
by Dr. McKay and will be hung in the 
Board Room. 


On October 24, in connection with 
Pennsylvania Week, the Lansdowne 
Chamber of Commerce, presented its first 
annual award for outstanding achieve- 
ment by a citizen of the borough. The 
recipient Robert H. Ivy, M.D., 
D.D.S., Professor of Plastic and Maxillo- 
Facial Surgery in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, and Chief of the Cleft Palate 
Division, Pennsylvania State Department 
of Health. The award was in the form 
of a handsome silver platter and was pre- 
sented at a dinner attended by 250 of 
Lansdowne’s leading citizens following 
an address by the Honorable Harold L. 
Eevin, President Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Delaware County. 


was 


Dr. Arthur B. Gabel has spoken be- 
fore several groups within the past two 
months on the Airbrasive Technic and 
the Air-Dent Unit: on September 25, 
before the Seventh District Dental So- 
ciety of the State of New York; on 
October 12, before the Ninth District 
Dental Society of the State of New York 
at Bear Mountain; and on October 17 
Dr. Gabel appeared with Dr. Leander on 
the program of the Academy of Stoma- 
tology for a discussion of the Airbrasive 
Technic. On October 6, Dr. Gabel dis- 
this technic and “Self-Curing 
Acrylics” before the Monmouth County 
(N. J.) Dental Society. On November 


cussed 





1, Dr. Gabel presented a paper, “The 
Mechanical Properties of Operative Den- 
tistry,” before the Operative Section at 
the American Dental Association meet- 
ing, Atlantic City. 

Dr. M. M. DeVan spoke before the 
Maritime Dental Association, Nova Sco- 
tia, at its meeting in September, and be- 
fore the Corydon Palmer Dental Society 
of Youngstown, Ohio, on October 10. 

Dr. Claude S$. LaDow discussed ‘‘Pre- 
and Postoperative Management of the 
Surgical Patient” at the Middlesex Coun- 
ty Dental Society, New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, on October 17. 

Dr. Thomas M. Meloy, Jr., spoke be- 
fore the American Academy of Restor- 
ative Dentistry at Atlantic City on Octo- 
ber 28. His subject was “Surgery—A 
Service for the Prosthodontist.” 

Dr. John H. Stine lectured on “Perio- 
dontia’”” before the Reading Postgraduate 
Dental Seminar on September 18, and on 
September 26 he spoke before the Scran- 
ton Dental Society on ‘The Treatment of 
Soft Tissue Lesions of the Mouth.” 

Dr. Burket was guest clinician at the 
annual Midwest Seminar of Dental Med- 
icine at Bailey’s Harbor, Wisconsin, dur- 
ing the week of September 14. He lec- 
tured on “Focal Infection,” ‘Oral Pediat- 
and “Oral Geriatrics.” On Octo- 
ber 10 he was guest lecturer at the East- 
ern Shore Dental Society meeting at Cam- 
bridge, Maryland, where his subject was 
“Diseases of the Mouth.”” He also lec- 
tured before the American Academy of 
Full Denture Prosthesis on October 27 at 
Atlantic City, his topic being “Oral Le- 
sions in the Edentulous Patient.” 

Dr. Paul Boyle who has been ap- 


rics,” 





pointed to the Committee on Pathology 
of the National Research Council is the 
only oral pathologist on the Committee. 

Dr. Ned B. Williams spoke on “Prog- 
ress in Prevention of Dental Caries’’ be- 
fore the combined meeting of the Nassau 
County Dental Society-Medical Society, 
and Dental Hygiene Teachers Associa- 
tion at Garden City, New York on Octo- 
ber 16. He also spoke on ‘‘Bacteriological 
Aspects of Periodontal Disease’’ before 
the American Academy of Periodontol- 
ogists, at Atlantic City on October 27. 

Dr. Louis I. Grossman spoke on “Poly- 
antibiotic Treatment of Pulpless Teeth’’ 
before the Sixth District Dental Society 
of the State of New York at Cortland, 
New York, on September 29. He also 
addressed the American Dental Hygien- 
ists Association on the subject ‘Methods 
of Caries Control” at its annual meeting 
at Atlantic City on November 1. 

Dr. LeRoy M. Ennis spoke before the 
Pennsylvania Public Health Association 
afhliated with the APHA on ‘Recent Ad- 
vances in Preventive Aspects of Den- 
tistry’’ at York on October 19. 

Dr. J. L. T. Appleton attended the 
meeting of the Dental Study Section of 
the USPHS, Bethesda, Maryland, on Sep- 
tember 15. He has been appointed Chair- 
man of this Section, starting January 1, 
1951. The function of this Section is to 
study and make appropriate recommenda- 
tions on applications for grants for den- 
tal research from USPHS funds. Dr. 
Appleton addressed the Fall Rally of the 
Health and Welfare Council on ‘A Plan 
for Health Services in Philadelphia” on 
October 18. 

Dr. Abram Cohen spoke at the Health 
Institute of the Pennsylvania Nurses As- 
sociation in the Capitol Building at Har- 


risburg on September 16, his subject be 
ing “Planning and Developing a Dental 
Health Program.’ He also spoke before 
the Cumberland and Salem County Study 
Group of New Jersey at Vineland, on 
“Periodontia for the General Practition- 
er,”” October 3. Two motion picture films 
which Dr. Cohen produced were shown 
at the Twelfth Annual Australian Dental 
Congress at Sydney during the last week 
in August. 

Dr. George G. Stewart gave a talk on 
‘Modern Trends in Endodontics” before 
the Reading Postgraduate Study Club in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, on October 17. 

A questionnaire survey of the extra- 
mural activities of the third year students 
of the School of Dentistry, University of 
Pennsylvania, showed that a high propor 
tion of the students were doing part-time 
work in hospital dental clinics, orphan- 
ages, and other charitable 


— pe 


institutions. 


Eighty-seven students out of the 135 who | 


returned the questionnaires were engaged 
in extramural dental clinic activities. An 
average of 3 hours per week were spent 
in this work. These clinics are under the 
supervision of members of the teaching 
staff. Twenty-three students were also en- 


- 


gaged in part-time employment during § 


the school term which was considered to 


be essential for continuance of their pro- | 


fessional education. Over 71 of the 135 
students indicated a desire to participate 
in laboratory or clinical research activities 
during the summer months. 

The enrollment for the current session 
consists of 136 students in the 4th year, 
136 in the 3rd year, 136 in the 2nd year 
and 140 in the Ist year, a total of 548 
students. There are also 60 hygienists in 
the 2nd year, 27 in the Ist year; and one 
special student enrolled. 


PITTSBURGH 


Dr. J. Clifton Eselman was an essayist 
at the Greater Pittsburgh Dental Meeting 
sponsored by the Odontological Society 
of Western Pennsylvania held in Pitts- 


28 


burgh on November 14, 15, and 16. His 
subject was “A New Radiographic Con- 
cept of Interpreting Localized Alveolat 
Bone Changes.” 
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Table Clinics were presented by the 
following faculty members: 

Dr. Mervin Binstock: “Treatment and 
Management of Fractures of Young 
Permanent Anterior Teeth."” Dr. Thomas 
R. Dutkovic: “Drugs Used in the Treat- 
ment of Periodontal Disease.’’ Dr. Mol- 
lie Foster: ‘Factors Which Influence 
Cavity Preparation in Primary Teeth.” 
Dr. Kurt Odenheimer: ‘‘Practical Steps 
for the General Practitioner to Deal With 
Oral Lesions.” Dr. Robert W. Roden: 
‘Wrought Wire Clasp Construction.” 
Dr. Sidney Spatz: “Management of the 
Acutely Infected Tooth.” 

Dr. Van Kirk, who is chairman of the 
Mayor's Advisory Committee, and Doc- 
tors Milton Nicholson and Gerald J. Cox, 
have succeeded in having the Mayor rec- 
ommend the allocation of $25,000 in the 
1951 budget of the City of Pittsburgh 
for the fluoridation of city water. 

Doctors Norman C. Ochsenhirt and 
Leo Shonfield attended a meeting of the 
Coordinators in Public Health Cancer 
Education, Chicago,on October 12 and 13. 

Dr. Gerald J. Cox attended a meeting 
on “The Mechanics of Fluoridation of 
Water” held by the United States Public 
Health Service, New York, on Decem- 
ber 4. 

Dr. Robert I. Crumpton gave a talk 
illustrated with movies on “Restoring 
Facial Prosthesis and Ear of an Individ- 
ual Having Carcinoma of the Face’ to 
the South Hills Branch of the Odon- 
tological Society on October 16. Dr. 
Crumpton also gave a talk on “The Use 
of the Central Bearing Pin for Grinding 


Finished Dentures in the Mouth” to the 
Pittsburgh Dental Research Club on Oc- 
tober 24. 

Dr. Thomas R. Dutkovic gave a clinic 
on ‘The Histology of the Gingivae” be- 
fore the Periodontology Society of West- 
ern Pennsylvania on October 3 and No- 
vember 7. 

Dr. Peter A. Sciullo, of the Depart- 
ment of Pedodontics, has been appointed 
to the clinical staff of Children’s Hos- 
pital. 

Dr. S. Wah Leung addressed the Pitts- 
burgh Section of the IADR November 
20 on the subject “Dental Survey of 
Puerto Rican Children.” 

Dr. Charles Walton, a member of the 
American Academy of Restorative Den- 
tistry, attended a meeting of the Acad- 
emy held at Atlantic City on October 28 
and 29. 

An innovation was added to clinic rou- 
tine when for the first time the entire 
Freshman class was given a complete oral 
diagnosis and treatment plan to be fol- 
lowed. The full mouth X-Rays and ex- 
aminations were done by the Seniors, each 
of whom diagnosed one Freshman. 

The snowstorm which practically par- 
alyzed Pittsburgh necessitated a delay in 
resuming the School of Dentistry sched- 
ule for one week following the Thanks- 
giving vacation. 

Dr. Van Kirk was guest speaker at the 
annual meeting of the Periodontology 
Society of Western Pennsylvania which 
was held December 5. His subject was 
“The Present Status of Periodontics in 
Western Pennsylvania.” 


TEMPLE 


The Temple University School of Den- 
tistry has begun a schedule of postgrad- 
uate and graduate courses in dentistry de- 
signed to combine both theory and prac- 
tice. The courses are limited in registra- 
tion at the present time. It has been an- 


nounced that Dr. Louis Herman, Pro- 
fessor of Oral Anatomy, will be the 
Director of Postgraduate and Graduate 
work in the school. The following 
courses will be offered in the very near 
future. 





‘Mouth Rehabilitation”” under the di- 
rection of Dr. Louis Alexander Cohn, of 
New York City, will be offered from 
January 29 to February 3, 1951. This 
will be a concentrated week of lectures 
and clinical demonstration on the art and 
science of mouth rehabilitation. Many of 
the techniques and instruments to save 
time for the operator, technician, and 
patient will be demonstrated and applied 
to a practical case. This course is limited 
to 20 persons. 

“Periodontics” is offffered by Dr. Ja- 
coby T. Rothner, Professor of Periodon- 
tics at Temple, and his staff. The course 
is offered every Thursday beginning Feb- 
ruary 22, 1951, for 


weeks. The course is designed to include 


seven successive 


the study of physiology and bacteriology 
of all tissues involved in periodontal dis- 
ease, relationship of medicine, and the 
proper approach to the etiology, tech- 
nique and treatment of the supporting 


tissues. The lectures and demonstratie 
will be augmented with laboratory p 
tice. This course is limited to 15. 

“Endodontics” will be offered by 
Morton Amsterdam of the Endodoni 
Department at Temple and associate 
This course is designed to start on F 
ruary 7, 1951, and operate every Wed 
day for 12 successive weeks. This co 
is limited to 7 and will consist of | 
tures, clinical demonstrations, and ac 
clinical experience in both the conse 
tive and surgery techniques of Endod 
tia. 

Detailed outlines of the above cours@ 
and additional information concerni 
the postgraduate and graduate work 
Temple University School of Dentist 
may be obtained by writing Dr. Louis 
Herman, Director of Postgraduate a 
Graduate Courses, Temple Univer 
School of Dentistry, 3223 North Bro 
Street, Philadelphia 40, Pennsylvania. 7 


MMe ecm: 


CLOTHIER, Charles F., Drexel Hill; School 
of Dentistry, University of Pennsylvania, 1933; 
died August 6, aged 41. 


FELCH, William P., New Castle; Pennsyl- 
vania College of Dental Surgery, 1899; re- 
cently presented with a gold key for having 
been in practice 50 years by the Ninth District 
Dental Society; active in church affairs; died 
November 10, of a heart attack. 


GARRAHAN, James E., Hatfield; School of 
Dentistry, University of Pennsylvania, 1922; 
died August 10, aged 52. 

KROSNICK, Alex A., Morrisville; School 
of Dentistry, University of Pittsburgh, 1933; 
died August 17, aged 42. 


LAKE, George C., Tyrone, who practiced 
Pittsburgh for 34 years; School of Dentistiy 
University of Pittsburgh, 1901; retired 
1935; succeeded in his practice by a son, @ 
ver R. Lake; attended Kiski Prep Scho 
graduated Geneva College, 1898; died Dece 
ber 3, aged 74. 

NEVIN, Mendel, New York; New You 
University Dental School, 1907; pioneer in # 
teaching and development of local anesthe 
in dental practice; author, lecturer, and edite 
president of the Novocol Chemical Manufai 
turing Co.; died November 8, aged 69, off 
heart attack while attending a convention ® 
Chicago. 











